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Yaneonle-iirs In November his son Louis met Frederic
and concluded an alliance. Philip threw himself with
some energy into the contest. He sent special agents
to influence certain of the electors, and did not forget
to place at the new candidate's disposal a sum of 20,000
marks, wMch we have evidence was spent.
Thus Philip had actively intervened in the internal
affairs of Germany. He asserted a position which
Richelieu and Louis XIY. and Xapoleon were to follow
up. He formed a coalition which placed Frederic on
the throne, and prepared to defend him. Otto, half
despairing, tried to meet his foes by joining with England
and Flanders in a desperate attack upon the French
dominions. This was the situation in the summer of
1214. It was the culminating point in the relations
between France and Germany during the century; a
supreme moment in the strife of Welf and Wiblingen,
as well as in the reign of the great French king.
But the forces of Otto were not the most dangerous
foes with whom Philip had to contend in the summer
of 12U. Far more important was the struggle with
Flanders. To understand this it is necessary to retrace
our steps to the time when Philip of Flanders, the friend
and adviser of Philip's youth, the "most honest and
powerful" man whom Gilbert of Hainatdt commemorates,
died at Acre.
Philip Augustus had lost no time in claiming the
Flanders heritage for his son Louis. The lad's mother
was daughter of Baldwin V. of Hainault and his wife
Margaret, sister of the dead count of Flanders. The
ckim was vigorously asserted by William of Eheims
and the regents, who disputed with Baldwin of Hain-